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ABSTRACT

Contemporary Iraqi novelist Burhan Shawi employs prepositional phrases in his remarkable novel
The Labyrinths as an artistic tool that enriches the narrative structure and adds a distinct rhythmic
quality to the text. Prepositional phrases, whether adverbial or governed by prepositions, play a
crucial role in achieving textual cohesion, intensifying meanings, and infusing a musicality into the
novel's narration.

Shawi relies on these meticulously woven structures and their nuanced meanings to guide the
reader into intricate semantic spaces, where prepositional phrases act as bridges connecting
characters, events, and symbols. They contribute to the construction of the labyrinthine atmosphere
that reflects the essence of the novel and its creative techniques each linguistic detail leads to further
ambiguity, entanglement, and intertextuality.

Across the nine volumes of The Labyrinths, the author employs prepositional phrases to underscore
the philosophical dimension of the work, conveying states of apprehension, anxiety, and the
continuous search for meaning. This style creates a sense of an open-ended narrative space, where
the duality between meaning and meaninglessness, certainty and confusion, is fully realized
perfectly aligning with the novel’s philosophical vision.

It can be said that the use of prepositional phrases in The Labyrinths is not merely a linguistic
element but rather part of a comprehensive narrative strategy that contributes to the author's vision
of the world he intricately weaves within his provocative literary work.
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