; D—"—- : Sharwes Scientific Journal (SSJ) Pl
di A s

ey Volume 7, Issue 1, 2026, pp 105-119, ISSN: 3079-6040 -

Crafts, Professions, Industries, and Guild Organizations in Iraq
during the Abbasid Period (132-334 AH / 750-946 CE)

Seham Milad Ammari
Department of History, Faculty of Education, Al-Zaytouna University, Tarhuna, Libya .
*Corresponding author: Abdu Alhadi Almrakbi | seham.ammary25@gmail.com
Received: 22-08-2025 | Accepted: 10-04-2026 | Available online: 27-04-2026 | DOI:10.5281/zenodo.19897608

ABSTRACT

This research paper examines the status of crafts, professions, industries, and guilds during the Abbasid
era as fundamental components of the economic and social structure of Islamic cities, particularly
Baghdad, the capital of the Caliphate. The study focuses on the interrelationship and development of
crafts and professions, as well as the role of artisans in urban growth and economic activity. It also
explores the function of guilds as well-organized professional bodies with a clear hierarchical structure
(Shaykh al-Sinf, deputy, supervisor, apprentice, etc.) and strict professional traditions that ensured the
continuity of crafts and their transmission across generations. The paper further addresses the social
and cultural dimensions of these crafts, including the artisan’s relationship with society, the prestige
associated with certain industries, and the variations in social status among manual professions. The
study concludes that crafts and industries were not merely isolated economic activities; rather, they
played a pivotal role in shaping Abbasid society, contributing to its stability and transformations, and
serving as indicators of its internal cohesion and professional and administrative development.
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