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Military architecture in the Libyan desert during the Roman era
(Abu Njem Castle as a model)

Summary:

This research studies one of the most important models of Roman military architecture in
the desert of Libya, represented by the defensive castle of Qulaya (Abonjim), which, in
addition to the Ghadames and Western Qurayyat castles, constituted the first defensive line
to protect the southern borders of the Roman Empire in the region of Tripolitania (Tripoli),
in order to highlight the methods of engineering. Roman architecture consistent with the
harsh conditions of the desert, in terms of styles and building materials, and the layout of
the vital facilities that the castle included, as well as the engineering of its towers, gates,
walls, and all its architectural facilities, and the engineering consistency between them, as
one of the masterpieces of military architecture that characterized the Libyan desert during
roman era, Where reliance was made on the descriptive historical approach of the castle’s
buildings and the engineering of its annexes, as well as analyzing the available data on the
architectural styles in it in order to reach its content in terms of the engineering idea
followed in the establishment of defensive buildings of this type, with the recommendation
to continue scouting work at this site under the supervision of scientific teams. Specialized
in completing aspects of deficiencies and deficiencies that still afflict some aspects related
to it.

The research relies on the most important foreign references that dealt with this subject,
such as the author of George Francis Lyon, who had the lead in revealing the architecture
of this castle, as well as the works of Rene Rebuffat, Goodchild, Kagnat, Heinz, and other
books that referred to this topic from different aspects. .

Keywords: towers, gates, architecture, planning, desert.
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