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Abstract

The historical city of Ghadames represents a living witness to the response of the
traditional desert cities to the harsh surrounding environment represented by the harsh
dry desert climate, its defensive ability to the possibility of being invaded, and its ability
to accommodate convoys and passing visitors while preserving its privacy and socials.
The city of Ghadames was famous of its compatibility with all these harsh factors,
through a unique urban design that dealt with this vocabulary in a distinctive and
successful manner, which achieved many elements of urban sustainability which
modern cities often failed to reach.

This paper lists the urban formation of the city of Ghadames, the urban design idea, and
the functional relationships within the city. The paper presents the elements of urban
design, which are the basic and vital components of the life of the city of Ghadames,
and how they work within the city urban plan. This is through reciting the historical,
climatic and social factors that played a role in the urban formation of the city and the
creation of a unique urban fabric. The paper also reviews the environmental and social
considerations offered by the historical city of Ghadames as a model for urban
sustainability for desert cities. Finally, the paper sheds light on the most important
sustainable features in this city.
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